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BIRD OF PREY EXHIBIT

Rio Grande Zoological Park-Albuquerque, NM
Located on the Bird of Prey Exhibit site
were numerous deciduous cottonwood
trees which the Owner did not want
removed from the unique Bosque setting.
Working on-site, the Architect developed
a curved form for the Exhibit including
the trees as an integral part of the design.
The deciduous trees became a crucial
source of shade for the birds during the
hot southwestern summers, in winter the
trees drop their leaves and the sun then
provides the needed amount of heat for
the comfort of the birds.
Extensive research into the physical
needs of the birds indicated that each
species of bird had a particular need for
the proper space for flying, perch heights
and perch materials, water, shade, sun,
feeding areas, and nesting sites and
materials. The needs and space requirements of each species of bird were
met by designing five individual
enclosures within the total Bird of Prey
Exhibit.
To enhance the viewing experience for
the public, the Exhibit was thought of as a
stage with a backdrop of artificial rock
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formations with the rock form and rock
color patterned after nearby New Mexico
cliffs. Native plant life was used for landscaping. This allows the viewer to see the
birds in their natural New Mexico environment. To facilitate the feeling of
viewing the birds in their natural habitat,
a 0.039 stainless steel wire wall ("piano
wire") became a nearly invisible barrier
between the birds and the viewer. The Exhibit has a clearly delineated entrance
way to set the mood for a viewing experience. Benches and grassy seating areas
are available and an educational graphics
display is incorporated into the Exhibit.
Major emphasis was placed on the
needs of a pair of Bald Eagles that had
been displayed at the Zoo for ten years .
The eagles needed to be on view at all
times, yet it was hoped that privacy could
be provided for breeding purposes
without making the birds inaccessible to
the public, as research seemed to indicate
was necessary. The openness provided by
the steel beams and stainless steel wire
combined with the nooks on the cliff face
have successfully met these requirements.
After being displayed together for ten
years, the Eagles laid their first egg in
April 1981, after six months in the new
enclosure.
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